CMS 3340 National Cinemas

Deconstructing Disney/Bonner


Mulan (Tony Bancroft and Barry Cook, 1998, 88 min.)

Based on the Chinese legend of Fa Mu Lan.
Cast:


Shan-Yu (Miguel Ferrer)


Yao (Harvey Fierstein)


Grandmother Fa (June Foray)


Chi Fu (James Hong)


The Matchmaker (Miriam Margolyes)


The Emperor (Pat Morita)


Mushu (Eddie Murphy)


Grandmother Fa singing (Marni Nixon)


Fa Zhou (Soon-Tek Oh)

Shang (B.D. Wong)

Shang singing (Donny Osmond)

Mulan (Ming-Na Wen)

Mulan singing (Lea Salonga)

General Li (James Shigeta)

First Ancestor (George Takei)

Chien-Po (Jerry Tondo)

Ling (Gedde Watanabe)

Fa Li (Freda Foh Shen)

Khan / Cri-Kee (Frank Welker)

Ling singing (Matthew Wilder)

Abstract (Adapted from DVD box cover):

Disney’s 36th animated masterpiece magically transforms an ancient Chinese legend into unparalleled fun and adventure. Embraced for her loveable, spirited nature, Mulan is a young girl who doesn’t quite fit into her tradition-bound society. When the invading Hun army comes charging over China’s Great Wall, Mulan’s aging father is ordered into battle. To spare him from harm, Mulan disguises herself as a soldier and secretly takes his place in the Imperial army, training with a comical, ragtag troop, led by the courageous Captain Shang. Never far away are Mulan’s hilarious guardian dragon, Mushu, and lucky cricket, Cri-Kee. But Mulan will need more than Mushu’s razor-sharp wit to defeat the ruthless Hun leader, Shan-Yu. Only by staying true to herself will she bring victory to her country and honor to her family.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How are femininity and masculinity constructed in Mulan? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

2.  How are nationality, race, sexuality, and class constructed in Mulan? Consider especially this week’s readings. Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing nationalities, sexualities, races, and classes.

3.  How does this film version differ from the original legend on which it is based? How is it similar? Give some examples from the film to support your arguments.
4.  What does Mulan teach audiences about nationality, love, family, and friendship? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate it.

5.  What was the historical context in which Mulan was made? What are the major historical events that might influence plot, characters, etc? Consider especially the original history on which this film was based and what Disney chose to alter. How might these contexts resonate with contemporary audiences in 1998? Or today?

6.  What are some possible “positive” readings of this film? What “good” lessons does the film teach? Give examples and explain why.

